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THE RESEARCH
The studies and evidence
behind the Science of Reading.

Reading is not a natural act—we have to teach it. The Science of
Reading (SOR) explains how children learn to read, why some

struggle, and what every learner needs to succeed. THE COMPONENTS

The essential skills that work

This guide breaks down the research in a clear, practical way so 3
together to create skilled readers.

you can support strong reading growth at home, in your classroom,
or in your school. THE ROPE
How Scarborough's Reading Rope

shows the big picture.

B & @

THE BOTTOM LINE

INSTRUCTION THAT WORKS
Evidence-based practices that
make the biggest impact.

<

All students can learn to read.
With the right instruction, at the right
time, for the right amount of time.

AT HOME & IN SCHOOL
Simple, practical ways families
and educators can help.

» NEXT STEPS
How EduQuencher can partner

with you on the journey.
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The goal is not to teach
RESEARCH-BACKED PRACTICAL IMPACTFUL a child to read. The goaa‘ is
Grounded in decades of Clear strategies you can Better readers today. to create a child who loves
cognitive science and use to strengthen evel Stronger learners
. i ¢ to read.
reading research. part of reading. tomorrow.
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WHAT IS THE
SCIENCE OF

READING?

A SIMPLE IDEA. A PROFOUND IMPACT.

KEY TAKEAWAY

. ) J The Science of Reading helps us teach
The Science of Reading (SOR) is a vast body of research that

—  with clari nfidence, an r
explains how children learn to read and why some struggle. | thicla :y’ o Eje be. _d apy pOje
It shows us what works—and what doesn't—so we can SO evelylleanericagibecomera reader
make informed decisions that change lives.

It is not a program. It is not a curriculum. It is the “why”

behind effective instruction. m | WHAT YOU’LL LEARN

When we understand the Science of Reading, we stop
guessing—and start teaching in ways that help every
student grow.

A plain-language explanation of the

Science of Reading

The fundamental components every

reader needs

How Scarborough’s Reading Rope
The Science of Reading empowers brings it all together

e educators, strengthens schools, 2 What effective instruction looks like

! and transforms futures.

1]

How EduQuencher turns research
into real results

THE SCIENCE OF READING IS BUILT ON FIVE CORE PRINCIPLES

IT IS RESEARCH-BACKED IT IS COMPREHENSIVE IT IS PREVENTIVE IT IS EFFECTIVE IT IS EQUITABLE
Built on decades of It includes all the Early, evidence-based When taught well, Every student deserves
cognitive science, essential skills that instruction prevents students make faster access to the instruction
neuroscience, and work together to struggles and builds progress and achieve that helps them
reading research. create strong readers. lifelong confidence. at higher levels. succeed.

Reading is the gateway skill that unlocks all other learning.
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THE BIG PICTURE:
SCARBOROUGH'S
READING ROPE

Reading is not a simple skill.
It is the result of many different
skills woven tightly together.

Scarborough’s Reading Rope shows
us how those skills work together
to make strong, skilled readers.

WOVEN TOGETHER.
[ Background Knowledge 7 SKILLED READING

T Fluent execution and
coordination of word
recognition and language
comprehension.

Scarborough's Reading Rope brings > Vocabulary

together two essential sets of skills.
. 9t Language Structures =
When they are explicitly taught 3

and intentionally connected, Q Verbal Reasoning

they create strong, confident readers.

L) Literacy Knowledge

WORD RECOGNITION ~

%) Phonological Awareness

o When both sets of
skills are strong and
well-connected,
students can read

with understanding
and confidence.

ABC Decoding s

& Sight Recognition

KEY TAKEAWAY OUR ROLE

Explicit instruction in all of these areas—
systematic, intentional, and connected—
makes all the difference.

If one strand is weak, the rope is weak.
Our job is to strengthen every strand.
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THE SIMPLE

VIEW OF
READING

A powerful framework that
explains how reading works—
and where to focus to help
every learner grow.

READING IS COMPREHENSION.
COMPREHENSION IS THE GOAL.

225 WHY IT MATTERS

The Simple View of Reading (Gough & Tunmer, 1986) tells us that IT GUIDES INSTRUCTION

i jon i : 0
reading comprehension is the product of two components: 8 9 Helps us identify strengths and needs so

we can teach the right skills.

x p— .
= p IT INFORMS INTERVENTION
Pinpoints where to focus when
DECODING LANGUAGE READING students are struggling.
COMPREHENSION COMPREHENSION

The ability to read h

words accurately The ability to understand The ability to make IT DRIVES GROWTH

and automatically. words, sentences, and meaning from text. ﬂ When we build both components,

text meaning. readers grow in confidence

and comprehension.

THE BOTTOM LINE IT EQUIPS EVERY LEARNER
. All students can improve with

explicit, evidence-based instruction

If either decoding or language comprehension is weak,
comprehension will be limited. Strong instruction
builds both—together—on purpose. in both areas.

KEY TAKEAWAY
Strong reading isn’t about guessing the word. Comprehension grows when we
intentionally build decoding
and language comprehension—
together.

It’s about understanding the meaning.

D) WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY.




FRIDAY FOCUS GUIDE

THE KEY COMPONENTS?
OF READING

The Science of Reading identifies five essential
components that work together.
Strong instruction develops all five.

——— THE FIVE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS —

1. PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

The ability to hear, identify, and manipulate the
sound structure of spoken words.

Example: rhyming, blending, segmenting sounds

2. PHONICS

The relationship between letters and sounds
and how to use that knowledge to read words.
Example: knowing that “cat” is c-a-t

3. FLUENCY

The ability to read accurately, automatically,
and with expression.

Example: reading connected text smoothly

4. VOCABULARY

The knowledge of words and their meanings
that we use to understand and express ideas.
Example: understanding the word “brave”

5. COMPREHENSION

The ability to understand, make meaning from,
and think critically about what we read.
Example: identifying the main idea

©0006

These components are not a checklist.

They are interconnected and interdependent.

When we strengthen all five, readers thrive.

D) WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY.

HOW THEY WORK TOGETHER

Instruction that addresses all five components
builds strong, skilled readers.

PHONOLOGICAL
AWARENESS

COMPREHENSION PHONICS

VOCABULARY FLUENCY

No single component is more important
than another. Together, they create
the foundation for reading success.

TEACH ALL FIVE. EVERY DAY.

EDUQUENCHER.COM | 06
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INSTRUCTION
THAT WORKS

The Science of Reading isn’t just about
what we teach—it’s about how we teach it.

Effective instruction is explicit, systematic,
engaging, and responsive.

FIVE PRINCIPLES OF EFFECTIVE READING INSTRUCTION

KEY TAKEAWAY
When instruction is intentional
and aligned to the Science

1. EXPLICIT
Clearly teach skills and concepts.
Model. Guide. Check for understanding.

Fr 4 Example: Think-alouds, clear definitions, step-by-step modeling of Reading, every student
has the opportunity to grow
2. SYSTEMATIC as a reader.

Teach in a logical sequence that builds over time.
Skills are taught in a planned, purposeful order.

Example: Scope and sequence, cumulative review, gradual release

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE IN PRACTICE

AP 3 ENGAGING 9 ) ©) Start with clear goals every day.
;. \_._a /0 Connect learning to students’ lives and interests. Taneth kil o neediaet
(e Keep students actively involved.

Example: Questions, discussions, interactive activities (~) Model the thinking. Show students how

skilled readers and writers think.
3 L_T\ 4. DIFFERENTIATED = ) ) "
BV A Meet learners where they are. () Provide practice with feedback. Students
" au Adjust instruction to match needs. need multiple opportunities to try and improve.

Exarr Small groups, scaffolds, flexible supports

(v) Connect new learning to what

B 5. RESPONSIVE students already know. Build bridges.

™ yf  Use datato inform instruction. (©) Celebrate growth. Acknowledge progress
\ ] _
‘<_ s Adjust based on student progress. to build confidence and motivation.

Example: Ongoing checks, progress monitoring, timely feedback

Good teaching is more than delivering content. It’s designing experiences
that help every learner build knowledge, skills, and confidence.

D)  WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY.
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FROM RESEARCH
T0 REAL RESULTS

When we put the Science of Reading into action,
we see stronger readers, more confident learners,
and brighter futures.

THE IMPACT IS REAL

Schools and districts that implement evidence-based
reading instruction consistently see:

= ; r
Higher reading achievement across all grade levels

j )

r\l _.1‘. r' Students make stronger, faster progress.
o : Sl

I \  Increased confidence and motivation

|
{;\ ;}J Readers feel successful—and it shows.

%
e I

-'\5 J__:‘f' Especially students who need it most.

Stronger outcomes for all learners

lfgi'?‘\ Better long-term academic success
\&r A Strong reading skills open every door.

THE BOTTOM LINE

When instruction is grounded in the Science
of Reading, every student has the opportunity
to become a confident, capable reader.

o R EVERY STUDENT. EVERY DAY.

L The Science of Reading isn’t a trend.
'’ It's a commitment to doing what works—
so every student can read, learn, and lead.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

{}:_1 Build knowledge. Continue learning about the Science
of Reading and how it applies in your setting.

(“) Look at instruction. Use the five components and five
principles as a guide for strong teaching.

(v) Support teachers. Provide time, tools, and coaching
to help educators grow.

(¥) Engage families. Share simple strategies so learning
continues at home.

Celebrate growth. Recognize progress and keep the
focus on what's best for students.

6 Research tells us what’s possible. Instruction makes it happen.

Together, they create lifelong readers.

D) WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY.
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BUILDING A

READING
CULTURE

Strong instruction builds

WHAT A READING CULTURE LOOKS LIKE HOW TO BUILD A READING CULTURE

READING IS VISIBLE Make time for reading every day.
Books are everywhere. Reading is part of Consistent time builds strong habits.
daily life.
READING IS VALUED Give students choice.
Students see reading as important because Let them explore books and topics they
adults show it matters. love.
READING IS CELEBRATED Talk about books.
Progress is recognized. Effort is encouraged. Conversations deepen understanding and
Growth is applauded. spark interest.
READING CONNECTS US Create a print-rich environment.
Teachers, students, and families work Surround students with words and
together to support reading. inspiration.
READING SHAPES FUTURES Partner with families.
Strong readers have more choices and brighter Share strategies and resources to support
opportunities. reading at home.

A strong reading culture happens by design, ° Make reading visible, modeled,

every day, for every learner. practiced, and celebrated across the

leaming community.

44 When we build a culture of reading, we inspire students to love it.

>> WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY. EDUQUENCHER.COM
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EMPOWERING
EVERY LEARNER

The Science of Reading is for all students.
When we meet diverse needs and remove
barriers, every learner has the opportunity
to succeed.

Equity in reading is equity
in education. Every student
deserves the tools to thrive.

?IEE_T[NG DIVERSE NEEDS THE BOTTOM LINE

Every student learns differently. Strong instruction
recognizes strengths, supports challenges, and
honors every learner's journey.

When we remove barriers and
meet students where they are,

we open doors to reading success
and brighter futures.

KNOW YOUR LEARNERS
Understand each student’s strengths,

needs, and experiences. INCLUSIVE PRACTICES THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE
3  DIFFERENTIATE WITH PURPOSE ® Use universal design.

Adjust instruction, materials, and pace Plan lessons that work for the widest range of learners.

to meet individual needs. @ Embed evidence-based strategies.

Tools like phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension

SUPPORT ALL LEARNERS help all students grow.
Use scaffolds, visuals, and feedback to
reduce barriers and build confidence. @ Provide multiple ways to engage.
Offer options for how students access and show learning.
CELEBRATE ,a.u_[_ PROGRESS @ Collaborate and reflect.
Growth looks different for everyone. " Work together as educators, families, and communities
Celebrate the steps forward. to support every learner.
CREATE BELONGING @ Never lower expectations.
Build classrooms where every student feels High expectations, with the right support,
seen, valued, and capable. lead to high achievement.

‘ ‘ Every learner brings potential. Our job is to provide the
instruction, support, and belief to help that potential grow.

) WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY. EDUQUENCHER.COM
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PARTNERSHIPS

THAT POWER
READING SUCCESS

Reading success takes a team. When schools,

families, and communities work together,
students gain consistent support and
limitless opportunities to grow.

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP

Students do their best when everyone works together.

Strong partnerships lead to stronger readers.

SCHOOLS
Provide high-quality instruction, resources,
and a positive reading environment.

FAMILIES
Encourage reading at home, build routines,
and celebrate progress.

COMMUNITIES

Offer programs, mentorship,
and access to books and libraries.

TOGETHER
We create a network of support that
helps every learner succeed.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Partnerships multiply impact.
When we work together, every student

has what they need to read, learn, and lead.

TOGETHER,
WE HELP
STUDENTS

TUHDIVE
o’.l"

WAYS TO PARTNER FOR READING SUCCESS

@ Communicate often.
Share goals, strategies, and progress regularly.

@, Align efforts.

Use consistent approaches at school and at home.

Share resources.
Connect families to books, tools, and local programs.

Q,

Create opportunities.
Host events that bring people together around reading.

QS

Listen and learn.
Value input from students, families, and community members.

Celebrate together.
Recognize milestones and successes as a team.

STRONGER TOGETHER

When schools, families, and communities
partner, students feel supported, inspired,
and ready to succeed.

‘ ‘ Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.

— Helen Keller

WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY.
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TOOLS, STRATEGIES,

AND RESOURCES
THAT WORK

Great instruction is supported by the right tools.
When we use effective strategies and
resources, we make learning stronger,

more engaging, and more accessible

for every student.

EFFECTIVE TOOLS AND STRATEGIES

HIGH-QUALITY TEXTS

Provide a variety of engaging, inclusive,
and appropriately challenging books.
Students need windows, mirrors, and doors.

SCAFFOLDS AND SUPPORTS

Use graphic organizers, sentence frames,
and vocabulary supports to build confidence
and comprehension.

TECHNOLOGY TO ENHANCE LEARNING
Leverage digital tools for practice, feedback,
and personalized learning.

Technology should deepen, not distract.

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
Discussion, partner work, and group tasks
build understanding and communication.
Learning is stronger together.

ONGOING ASSESSMENT

celebrate progress, and address needs early.
Data should drive decisions.

Use formative assessments to guide instruction,

THE RIGHT
TOOLS
MAKE ALL
THE
DIFFERENCE.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Tools don’t replace great teaching—
they support it. When we use the right
strategies and resources, we create
meaningful learning that lasts.

STRATEGIES THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE

(@)
©
Q )
©

&

Activate background knowledge. Help students connect
what they already know to what they are learning.

Teach vocabulary intentionally. Strong vocabulary
builds strong comprehension.

Use questioning to deepen thinking. Ask questions
that promote curiosity and critical thinking.

Model reading and thinking. Show students how
skilled readers think, not just what they do.

Provide feedback that moves learning forward.
Feedback should be specific, kind, and actionable.

Differentiate with flexibility. Adjust tools and strategies
to meet learners where they are.

,{; f{ The best tools in the world can’t replace a great teacher,
Q9 1uta great teacher uses the best tools in the world.

2) WHERE LEARNING NEVER RUNS DRY.
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ASSESSING READING
10 DRIVE GROWTH

Assessment is more than a score—it’s
information. When used well, assessment
helps us understand where learners are

and how to help them grow.

Good assessment informs
instruction, supports learners,
and celebrates progress.

PURPOSEFUL ASSESSMENT

Assessment should be ongoing, meaningful,
and connected to instruction.
. DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS
Q _' Identify strengths, needs, and starting points.
Use before new instruction.
i FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
' Check for understanding during instruction.
()

Use to adjust teaching in real time.

OBSERVATIONS AND CONFERENCES
Listen, watch, and talk with students.
Gain insights you can’t see on a test.

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Measure learning at the end of a unit
or term. Celebrate growth.

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT
Empower students to reflect on their learning
and set goals.

o THE BOTTOM LINE

Assessment is most powerful when it leads
to action—not when it just ends with a score.

ASSESS.

REFLECT.

ADJUST.
GROW.

v

WHAT EFFECTIVE ASSESSMENT LOOKS LIKE

Aligned to goals.
Assess what matters most.

Varied in method.
Use different formats to capture different strengths.

Clear and focused.
Keep it simple, specific, and purposeful.

Timely and ongoing.
Gather information regularly.

Used to inform next steps.
Let results guide instruction and support.

Shared with learners.
Help students understand their progress and next steps.

GROWTH THROUGH DATA

Data doesn’t define students—
it helps us understand them.
When we use data with care,
we open doors to growth.

Assessment should be a flashlight, not a spotlight—

used to guide, not to judge.

EDUQUENCHER.COM




SUPPORTING EVERY
READER AT EVERY
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Every learner is unique, and every reader
is on a journey. Our goal is to meet students
where they are and help them grow

confident, capable, and curious.

When we personalize support,
we unlock potential.
Every reader can grow.

MEETING LEARNERS WHERE THEY ARE

KNOW YOUR LEARNERS
Understand each student’s strengths,
interests, and challenges.

SET PERSONAL GOALS
Help students set achievable goals
that build confidence and motivation.

PROVIDE DIFFERENT PATHWAYS
Offer multiple ways to access content,
express understanding, and demonstrate growth.

4 OFFER TIMELY SUPPORT
" Intervene early, provide small-group
support, and celebrate small wins.

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
Strong relationships create trust,
and trust creates growth.

THE BOTTOM LINE
When students feel seen, supported, and challenged

DIFFERENT
READERS.
DIFFERENT
PATHS
SAME GOAL
UCCESS

STRATEGIES FOR READERS AT EVERY STAGE

Q@

©

For Emerging Readers:
Use phonics, high-frequency words,
and engaging texts with strong visuals.

For Developing Readers:
Build fluency with deciodable texts,
guided reading, and comprehension practice.

For Proficient Readers:
Encourage deeper thinking, inferencing,
and analysis across genres.

For Advanced Readers:
Offer complex texts, real-world connections,
and opportunities for leadership.

Across All Levels:
Foster a love of reading, choice,
and opportunities to share.

In All Settings:

Ensure access, inclusion, and encouragement
for every learner, every day.

NO READER LEFT BEHIND

With the right support at the right time,

at the right level, they grow as readers and as people. every reader can succeed.

Every student can learn, just not on the same day,
or in the same way. — George Evans

EDUQUENCHER.COM
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BUILDING A CULTURE
OF READING THAT

Reading culture is the heartbeat of every
thriving school. When we make reading
visible, valued, and celebrated, we create
environments where a love of reading
takes root and grows.

A strong reading culture
inspires every learner, every
day, in every way.

ELEMENTS OF A STRONG READING CULTURE PRACTICES THAT BUILD A LASTING CULTURE

VISIBLE READING

Make reading visible in classrooms, hallways,
and common areas. Display books, quotes,
and student recommendations.

@, Create reading-rich environments.
Fill spaces with books, comfort, and invitation.

Offer choice and voice.
Let students choose what, how, and

READING ROLE MODELS when they read.

Educators and leaders model reading and
share their own reading lives. @ Connect reading to life.
TALK ABOUT READING Link books to real-world topics, experiences,

A and student interests.
Create space for conversations about books,
ideas, and connections. Encourage reflection.

Ask students to think about what they read

and how it impacts them.

Build community.
Use book clubs, buddy reading, and group

INCLUSIVE ACCESS discussions to build connections.

Ensure every student has access to books
that reflect their lives and interests. Sustain momentum.
Keep reading at the heart of routines, celebrations,

NURTURE CURIOSITY and school initiatives.

Encourage questions, exploration, and a
love of discovering new ideas.

LASTING IMPACT

When reading is part of everyday life, students
don't just get better at reading—they become
lifelong readers.

THE BOTTOM LINE
A culture of reading doesn’t happen by chance—
it happens by choice and by commitment.

CELEBRATE READING
Recognize reading milestones, book
recommendations, and student achievements.

The more that you read, the more things you will know.
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go. — Dr. Seuss

WHERE LEARNING .. EDUQUENCHER.COM




READING GROWTH |

SURTS WITH

Il R}
| - | % STRONG READERS.
CONFIDENT LEARNERS.
You don’t have to navigate the reading DE
journey alone. EduQ is here to help
families, homeschool cohorts, microschools,
and schools move from concern to action—
with proven support that makes a difference.

— HOW EDUQ CAN SUPPORT YOU —

READING SUPPORT
STRATEGY SESSION

A personalized 45-minute session

challenges, and goals—and create
a clear path forward.

1-ON-1 READING
TUTORING
Personalized support tailored to

your learner’s needs, pace, and
learning style.

SMALL GROUP
READING SUPPORT
Engaging, skill-based groups
that build confidence, fluency,
and comprehension together.

to identify your learner's strengths,

READING AND MATH
TUTORING SUPPORT
Comprehensive academic support

that strengthens skills and builds
confidence across subjects.

HOMESCHOOL /
COHORT PLANNING
SUPPORT

Curriculum guidance, lesson
planning, and teaching support
for homeschool families and
cohort leaders.

SCHOOL AND
ORGANIZATION
SUPPORT

Professional development,
workshops, assessments, and
targeted interventions for
schools and organizations.

— PARTNER WITH EDUQ —

Whether you’re a parent, educator, or leader, EduQ provides the tools, guidance,
and support you need to help every reader succeed.

@ G M 4 O

Personal:ed Proven strategies Measurable growth Trusted partnership Stronger futures
suppo

READY TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP?
EMAIL IN JUQUENCHE

Let’s build a plan that helps your learner thrive.
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